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Début novel explores the power of secrets and perseverance 

Shrewsbury, MA -- What happens when a Depression-era seamstress tries to escape a big-city scandal but finds fresh troubles awaiting her in the countryside?

Author Beth Castrodale answers this question and more in her début novel, Marion Hatley, which was a finalist for a 2014 Nilsen Prize from Southeast Missouri State University Press and will be published in April by Garland Press. 
Kirkus calls Marion Hatley a “reflective, compassionate, and gracefully written tale.” The story centers on the title character’s hopes of trading the bustling hubbub of a Pittsburgh lingerie shop—and her reputation-tainting affair with a married man—for the dutiful quiet of tending to her sick aunt. Instead, Marion finds herself unraveling uncomfortable secrets about herself and those closest to her—secrets whose revelation could change the way she sees her family and herself.

Novelist David Rowell says that Marion Hatley “is sewn, sentence by elegant sentence, with exquisite care and beauty. With clear-eyed assurance it explores the burden of secrets, the virtue of perseverance, and the joys of renewal. As a portrait of a community—and life itself—it is deeply compassionate and utterly wondrous."

A media kit for Marion Hatley (including a sample chapter, synopsis, author Q&A, pre-publication praise, author photo, and book cover) is available at bethcastrodale.com/media. To arrange a reading, book signing, or interview, contact Beth at bcastrodale@gmail.com. 
To order a press copy of the book, contact Laurel Dile King of Garland Press, at laureldileking@gmail.com. 
About Beth Castrodale: Beth started out as a newspaper reporter and editor, then transitioned to book publishing, serving for many years as an editor for an academic press. She has completed two other novels: Gold River and In This Ground, an excerpt of which was a shortlist finalist for a 2014 William Faulkner – William Wisdom Creative Writing Award. Beth recommends literary fiction on her website SmallPressPicks.com, and she has published stories in such journals as Printer’s Devil Review, The Writing Disorder, and Marathon Literary Review. 

About Garland Press: Garland Press seeks literary novels that feature strong women—noble yet not perfect. They are a small, independent press devoted to helping their authors create their best possible books, however long it takes. For more information visit garlandpress.com. 
ISBN for the print version of Marion Hatley: 978-1-940782-02-7 ♦ ISBN for the ebook: 978-1-940782-03-4 ♦ An audiobook will also be available. See garlandpress.com for details.

