Praise for Marion Hatley
“A reflective, compassionate, and gracefully written tale about a designer that effectively uses its historical setting. … Castrodale draws readers in with the fascinating details of inventing and constructing Marion’s new foundation garment, a process that requires a union of engineering, creativity, and sympathy for the female body.”

—Kirkus

"Like Marion Hatley’s own creations, Beth Castrodale’s dėbut novel is sewn, sentence by elegant sentence, with exquisite care and beauty. With clear-eyed assurance it explores the burden of secrets, the virtue of perseverance, and the joys of renewal. As a portrait of a community—and life itself—it is deeply compassionate and utterly wondrous."

—David Rowell, author of The Train of Small Mercies

“A beautiful story, beautifully told. Marion Hatley’s skills at creating women’s underthings designed to free them from the constrictures of the past are emblematic of the freedom she ultimately achieves.”

—Lee Jacobus, author of Hawaiian Tales, Crown Island, and The Romantic Soul of Emma Now
“An evocative portrait of a woman both sinned against and sinning. Her struggles against societal judgments remain relevant today.”
—Paula Bomer, author of Inside Madeleine
"An expert and articulate historical novel. The period details, class protest, and feminist protest are particularly engaging, as is the central character, Marion, whose resourcefulness recalls that of Zola's Denise Badu in The Ladies' Paradise. In Marion's case, her redesign of conventional corsets speaks to humanizing social constrictions for women as well as easing physical ones."
—DeWitt Henry, founding editor of Ploughshares and Emerson Professor Emeritus and author of The Marriage of Anna Maye Potts
“Marion Hatley reminds us of women’s struggles to escape society’s corseting and pursue opportunities we take for granted today.”
—Nan Cuba, author of Body and Bread
“Marion Hatley is as smooth to step into as the Whisper Lifts that Marion sews for her customers.  The plot flows like silk, supporting her search for identity, honor, and love.”
—Audrey Schulman, author of The Cage, Swimming with Jonah, A House Named Brazil, and Three Weeks in December
“Castrodale offers profound insights into the characters who populate a Depression-era town—from women struggling for personal and financial independence to a soldier who has returned in body but not in spirit from World War I.”
—Grace Talusan, essayist, fiction writer, and memoirist 
“Through her own trials and the trials of others she grows close to, Marion Hatley finds the heart within human frailty.… A thoroughly rewarding read.”
—Gilmore Tamny, author of My Days with Millicent
